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with representatives of the Chamber. Hyderabad and
Mysore were added in the shape of representatives of
their Rulers, and Baroda was also brought in by the issue
of an invitation to the Maharaja Gaekwar.

But His Highness was still in France and it was doubt-
ful whether he would be able to take an active part in the
proceedings. The Government of India therefore per-
mitted him to nominate a substitute in case he could not
attend himself. The Maharaja, of course, nominated his
Minister, Rao Bahadur V. T. Krishnama Chad, who was to
serve as an Adviser when His Highness attended in person.

As time went on the news from Europe improved with
every mail. Delighted Baroda heard that their Maharaja
intended to be present in person, and so on the izth
November 1930, when the historic Conference was
opened in the House of Lords by His Majesty the King,
the Maharaja of Baroda was found in his place. The King
read his speech of welcome and encouragement, and
according to custom retired. The Prime Minister fol-
lowed, and after him the Maharaja was the first to speak
with the authentic voice of India. He was commendably
brief, so brief that the speech can be given in full:

cOn this momentous occasion in the history of India and the
Empire, it is my privilege to address to you a few words on
behalf of the Indian States* Delegation here assembled in the
Conference which His Majesty the King-Emperor has to-day
been graciously pleased to open.

We are deeply beholden to His Majesty, to whom I beg you,
Mr. Prime Minister, to convey our sentiments of loyalty to his
Throne and Person.

These historic precincts have witnessed many conferences
fraught with import; but I doubt if ever before they have been
the scene of such a one as this, when the issues at stake involve
the prosperity and contentment of India's millions and the
greatness of the British Empire.

By the concession in generous measure of the aspirations of
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